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A GLOBAL CENTER OF 

 EXCELLENCE 
IN AGBIOSCIENCE  
Our growing world population faces extraordinary 
challenges – uncertainties in the production and  
security of our food, feed, fiber and fuel. 

Many of the most pressing challenges facing humankind have solutions rooted 

in agbioscience innovation. Advances in modern agriculture and biotechnology 

are fundamental to the survival of the world’s expanding population, the food 

and energy security of our nation, and the health of our population. Iowa’s 

Cultivation Corridor is leading the way in solving these challenges through the 

creation of a new global center of agbioscience excellence – a convergence 

of world-class academics, agri-business expertise, production, biotechnology, 

advanced manufacturing and biorenewable industries assembled to provide 

solutions on a global scale.

The growth of the world’s population is a staggering challenge for agriculture 

because most of the world’s arable farmland is already in production. In 1991, 

0.81 acres of farmland were available to feed each person on Earth. By 2050,  

only 0.37 acres of farmland will be available for each person. Through dynamic  

public-private partnerships, cutting-edge research and private  

investment, the Cultivation Corridor is where demanding  

challenges like these are being addressed.



A UNIQUELY QUALIFIED 

 EPICENTER 
FOR GROWTH
Iowa’s Cultivation Corridor is playing an essential  
role in addressing the growing challenges of  
the world’s expanding population. 

Together with our public and private partners and institutions of higher  

learning, the region is cultivating innovation, enhancing environmental 

sustainability and accelerating business development. With an emphasis  

on scientific discovery and research, companies and institutions in the  

Cultivation Corridor are forging new pathways to energy independence, 

sustainable food sources and innovative products from renewable  

resources. In addition, significant improvements in genetics,  

technology and production practices created here are helping  

to transform agriculture in ways considered unimaginable  

just a generation ago.

PROVEN



It’s not simply because Iowa 

is situated on a quarter of the 

world’s richest topsoil or that 

we produce 25 percent of  

our country’s ethanol. 

It’s not because we have  

the second lowest cost  

of doing business or that  

15 of the world’s top 

agbioscience companies  

are clustered here. 

It’s the extraordinary 

intersection of these critical 

components and abundant 

resources with a formidable 

network of symbiotic 

industries, robust talent 

pool, balanced lifestyle  

and firm vision for the 

future that makes Iowa’s 

Cultivation Corridor a 

uniquely qualified  

epicenter for growth.

PROVEN



THRIVING WITHIN THE CORRIDOR  LEADING AGBIOSCIENCE COMPANIES THRIVING HERE INCLUDE:

TEAM
ADM 

Albaugh, Inc.

AgReliant Genetics 

Barilla America, Inc.

BASF

Boehringer Ingelheim Vetmedica, Inc.

Bridgestone Firestone

Danfoss

DSM Nutritional Products

DuPont Pioneer

Embria Health Sciences

Feed Energy Company

Harrisvaccines

Harvest Innovations

Heska Corporation

Hy-Line International



THRIVING WITHIN THE CORRIDOR  LEADING AGBIOSCIENCE COMPANIES THRIVING HERE INCLUDE:

AN UNPRECEDENTED LEVEL OF 

 COLLABORATION 
AND LEADERSHIP
Opportunities for public and private partnerships  
abound throughout Iowa’s Cultivation Corridor.  

The Corridor boasts a robust inventory of some of the world’s leading 

agricultural, bioscience, biotechnology and agbioscience companies.  

These companies are working directly with state and national agencies  

and university organizations, demonstrating a truly unprecedented  

level of collaboration, partnership and opportunity.

Insta-Pro International

John Deere

Kemin Industries

Kent Corporation

The Lauridsen Group, Inc.

Monsanto Company

Mycogen Seeds

NewLink Genetics

Renewable Energy Group

Stine Seed Company

Sukup Manufacturing

Summit Group, Inc.

Syngenta

Van Diest Supply Company 

Vermeer Corporation



ACCESS TO 

 WORLD-CLASS 
RESEARCH FACILITIES  
AND ACADEMIA
With an extraordinary legacy that dates back more 
than 150 years,  is one of the 
nation’s premier agbioscience and research institutions. 

Located in the heart of the Corridor, Iowa State University offers unrivaled access  

to expertise, emerging technology, specialized facilities, processing equipment,  

state-of-the-art labs, pilot plant space, business incubation and consulting. 

IOWA STATE UNIVERSITY RESEARCH PARK 

Working in conjunction with the University, the Iowa State University Research 

Park is where science and technology-based entities build new opportunities.  

A 400+ acre development with over half a million square feet of building space 

and growing, the park provides wet labs, multi-tenant and single-use spaces  

and critical resources for research firms and entrepreneurs. 

CENTER FOR BIORENEWABLE CHEMICALS 

The NSF Center for Biorenewable Chemicals is developing the tools, 

components and materials needed to transform carbohydrate feedstocks into 

biobased chemicals. These types of world-class development facilities and 

resources, including the Ames Lab, Biomass Energy Conversion Facility, 

Biorenewables Research Laboratory, Fermentation Facility and the 

Biopolymers and Biocomposites Research Team, are powering innovation  

and advancing discovery in the state. 



CENTER FOR CROPS UTILIZATION RESEARCH 

A research development and technology transfer program within Iowa State 

University’s College of Agriculture and Life Sciences, the Center for Crops  

Utilization Research is focused on adding value to Midwestern crops,  

biorenewable development and the application of biotechnology  

to increase value within the agricultural value chain. 

BIOCENTURY RESEARCH FARM 

Working closely with Iowa State’s Bio-Economy institute, the BioCentury 

Research Farm is the first-in-the-nation integrated research and demonstration 

facility dedicated to biomass production and processing.

THE WORLD FOOD PRIZE
A jewel of the Cultivation Corridor, The World Food Prize is the foremost 

international award recognizing the achievements of individuals who have 

advanced human development by improving the quality, quantity or  

availability of food in the world. Often called the “Nobel Prize for Food,”   

The World Food Prize was created in 1986 by Nobel Laureate and Iowa  

native Dr. Norman E. Borlaug. The World Food Prize calls attention to  

what has been done to improve global food security and to what can be 

accomplished in the future by honoring breakthrough achievements.  

Each year The World Food Prize hosts an international 

symposium in downtown Des Moines, bringing  

together the world’s top minds to address cutting-

edge issues in hunger and food security.  

In addition, The World Food Prize is involved  

in the education and development of  

our future leaders through its  

Global Youth Institute.



 A PLACE OF 

 OPPORTUNITY 
FOR SOME OF THE NATION’S 
BEST & BRIGHTEST MINDS
Favorable economic, academic and lifestyle factors 
converge to produce an exceptional quality of life for 
those living in and around the Cultivation Corridor.

Featuring the nation’s number one “Best City for Families,” number one  

“Metro for Economic Strength” and the country’s second best “college town,” 

communities in the region offer immense possibilities for living and working.  

The core of the Cultivation Corridor includes an estimated population of 

764,300 with a labor market of more than 990,000 residents, including  

60,000 students who attend the significant number of private colleges  

and universities in the region. 

Recognized for having a talented and educated workforce, low cost of  

doing business, and a cost of living 10 percent below the national average, 

the Cultivation Corridor is an emerging economic powerhouse that includes 

Fortune’s Second Best City for business. In addition to the growing agbioscience 

hub, this unique Corridor boasts some of the largest and most well-respected 

insurance, finance and technology companies in the country. Top-rated schools, 

some of the country’s safest neighborhoods and a strong entrepreneurial 

ecosystem guided by trusted Iowa values help the Cultivation Corridor  

attract and retain the nation’s best and  

brightest minds.
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The Cultivation Corridor, located in central Iowa,  

is where global agbioscience leaders come to support  

and sustain the science that feeds the world. Public and private 

partners are working with institutions of higher learning to cultivate 

innovation and accelerate growth in the agbioscience industry.  

It is the Corridor’s goal to further develop and market a world-

renowned agbioscience cluster that attracts companies,  

talent and capital from around the globe.

304 Main St.  
Ames, IA 50014  
cultivationcorridor.org
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